
The Harold Rosenbaum Choral Conducting Institute
Sponsored by the Music Department at Columbia University, NYC

2015 Workshop: January 5-9

The Harold Rosenbaum Choral Conducting Institute includes
rehearsal and performance conducting opportunities,

one-on-one instruction and individual guidance.

“Rosenbaum is not just an expert music director
but a bracing programmer.”  THE NEW YORK TIMES

“Dr. Rosenbaum ... channels his over 40 years of experience
very well with thorough interpretations of music

and with humor.”  DR. HYEKYUNG PARK

Rosenbaum conducting Haydn’s The Creation at Carnegie Hall.



ABOUT THE WORKSHOP

This fi ve-day workshop is open to choral conductors from around the 
world who wish to enhance their careers, expand their contacts and have an 
intensive experience with Dr. Harold Rosenbaum, one of the world’s leading 
choral conductors.

Rosenbaum has conducted over 1,600 
concerts during his 40+ year career.
He has conducted and taught at the
Juilliard School, Queens College and 
Adelphi University, and is currently 
Associate Professor and Director of
Choirs at the University at Buff alo.

For Rosenbaum’s full bio visit
nyvirtuoso.org/maestro.html

The Institute is limiting enrollment to 12 conductors so each participant will 
receive close attention and hands-on guidance. Each attendee will receive 
a private lesson, plus opportunities to rehearse the choir comprised of the 
participants and others, with constructive feedback by Rosenbaum. 

In addition, there will be workshops devoted to the study of scores and 
discussions about interpretation, diction and performance practice, plus 
the business of running a choral organization, including forming a board of 
directors, fundraising, marketing, public relations and grant-writing. Other 
topics include when to use a baton, when to conduct recitatives, how to run 
rehearsals from the keyboard, singing expressively, working with soloists, how 
to interpret staccatos, tenutos, choral crescendos, grace notes and glissandos, 
the placement of singers and piano in performance, and much more.

THE HAROLD ROSENBAUM CHORAL CONDUCTING INSTITUTE

Rosenbaum leads The New York Virtuoso Singers in a multimedia presentation.

• • •
“Harold Rosenbaum 

had the female 
members of the 
chorus sounding 

seductive, the men … 
and the entire chorus 

sounding so in tune 
we almost missed 
that acceptably 

imperfect 
phenomenon called 

choral tone.”
NEW MUSIC CONNOISSEUR

• • •

• • •
“New York’s
outstanding

concert choir.”
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ON THE NEW YORK

VIRTUOSO SINGERS

• • •



WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

Day 1
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. – Orientation
Meet Harold Rosenbaum and fellow workshop participants, review the 
schedule for the week ahead
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – Lessons
Three 45-minute private lessons with all participants invited to watch
12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. – Break for lunch 
1:45 p.m. to 5 p.m. – Lessons
Four 45-minute private lessons with all participants invited to watch

Day 2
9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. – Lessons
Four 45-minute private lessons with all participants invited to watch
12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. – Break for lunch
1:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. – Lesson
Final 45-minute private lesson with all participants invited to watch
2:20 p.m. to 5 p.m. – Discussion
Discussion of scores and choral concepts.
Questions welcomed throughout the week!

Day 3
9 a.m. to 11:15 p.m. – Rehearsal
Harold Rosenbaum leads the Institute Choir
11:15 to Noon – Discussion
Discussion about the rehearsal; conducting assignments for rehearsals
and the performance at the end of the week
Noon to 1:15 – Break for Lunch
1:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. – Rehearsal
Each participant rehearses the choir for 15 minutes,
followed by feedback from Harold Rosenbaum

Days 4
Morning and afternoon rehearsals with feedback

Day 5
9 a.m. – Dress Rehearsal
Dress rehearsal followed by a noontime informal concert on campus,
open to the community.
Afternoon
Feedback and discussion about the concert

THE HAROLD ROSENBAUM CHORAL CONDUCTING INSTITUTE

• • •
‘The proof is in the 

recording.
‘25 x 25,’ a new two-

disc set compiling 
their anniversary 
commissions, is a 

dazzling little jewel-
box of choral writing 

that demonstrates 
the ensemble’s 

willingness to live up 
to their name. These 

composers have 
come up with 25 

different approaches 
towards the process 

of writing for the 
human voice, and 

the results are 25 
different examples of 

choral virtuosity.”
WQXR ON NYVS’

25TH ANNIVERSARY CDS

• • •



TUITION AND AUDITORS

Tuition for the fi ve-day workshop is $475

Auditors are welcome to attend! Auditor tuition is $275, and auditors
are welcome to attend any events during the week. A limited number of 
tuition-free positions are available to singers who wish to participate in the 
Institute Choir, by audition only.

Tuition does not include meals.

CONCERT REPERTOIRE

Ave Maria    Josquin Des Pres
Mass for Four Voices   William Byrd
Lobet der Herrn (BVW 230)  J.S. Bach
Ave Verum Corpus   Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Man, That is Born of Woman  Henry Purcell
Dieu! qu’il la fait bon regarder  Claude Debussy
Waldesnacht    Johannes Brahms
Die Nachtigall    Felix Mendelssohn
Fair Phyllis I Saw   John Farmer
The Silver Swan   Orlando Gibbons
Weep, O Mine Eyes   John Bennett

HOW TO APPLY

Complete the attached application (see last page of the document) and 
submit it to haroldrosenbaum@gmail.com along with a statement of purpose 
describing your conducting experiences and how this institute will allow you 
to accomplish your future goals.

Questions? Contact Harold Rosenbaum at haroldrosenbaum@gmail.com.

THE HAROLD ROSENBAUM CHORAL CONDUCTING INSTITUTE

Rosenbaum conducts The Canticum Novum Singers in New York City.

• • •
“The choir’s diction 

was consistently 
clear, and the singers 

responded ably to 
Mr. Rosenbaum’s 

detailed, dynamic 
shaping.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES

• • •

• • •
“Harold Rosenbaum 

is a passionate, 
dedicated, 

resourceful and 
extraordinarily skilled 

musician.”
GEORGE PERLE

• • •

• • •
“Choruses don’t 

come any better.”
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ON THE CANTICUM

NOVUM SINGERS

• • •



“I attended a one-day conducting workshop with Harold 
Rosenbaum, and I was amazed to fi nd how much I could 
learn in only a few hours.  I fi nd myself thinking back to his 
instruction long afterwards.”
- Karen Siegel, C4: the Choral Composer/Conductor Collective

“Dr. Rosenbaum knows exactly how to conduct music and 
work beautifully with people. He channels his over 40 years
of experience very well with thorough interpretations of music 
and with humor. Every single moment spent with
Dr. Rosenbaum is valuable!” - Dr. Hyekyung Park

 “Through studying with Harold Rosenbaum I have increased 
confi dence in my conducting ability and with what I can get 
“out of ” my groups. My technique has improved greatly with 
Rosenbaum’s guidance and clarity of purpose in how I use 
my hands, arms and facial gestures. All this leads to more 
expressiveness and preciseness in my conducting.”
- John Lettieri, Director for the Riverdale Choral Society
and Orchestra Conductor for the Riverdale Country School

“My lessons with Harold Rosenbaum were very rewarding.
He is a master teacher as well as conductor, very clear, concise, 
and insightful.” - Neal Kirkwood, Professor of jazz piano, Kutztown 
(PA) University, Instructor of jazz piano, Director of jazz ensembles, 
Third Street Music School, NYC

“I was fortunate enough to study with Maestro Rosenbaum 
as a student in his choirs during my bachelors and a Choral 
Conducting Major for my Masters. I remember learning an 
incredible amount just from singing with him and while I 
studied as a conducting major, he challenged me to achieve 
my best and settle for nothing less than excellence. A master 
of his craft with fl awless technique, his teaching, attention to 
detail, humor, and passion for music continue to inspire me as 
I pursue my career.” - Ciaran Krueger, Artistic Director,
Buff alo Gay Men’s Chorus

THE HAROLD ROSENBAUM CHORAL CONDUCTING INSTITUTE

TESTIMONIALS

The New York Virtuoso 
Singers presented its 
25th Anniversary 
Season in Merkin
Hall at the Kaufman 
Center, NYC



APPLICATION FOR 2015 WORKSHOP AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

Please complete all fi elds of the following form
and return by email to haroldrosenbaum@gmail.com

along with your statement of purpose as a separate attachment.

NAME

VOICE PART(S)

ADDRESS

CITY      STATE   ZIP/POSTAL CODE

COUNTRY     PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

I AM ENROLLING AS:

A PARTICIPANT ($475) __________

AN AUDITOR ($275) __________

A SINGER (NO COST) __________  Email haroldrosenbaum@gmail.com to arrange an audition

Please include international calling code if applicable.
We will not process your application if we cannot reach you.

The Harold Rosenbaum Choral Conducting Institute welcomes applicants,
and does not discriminate based on nationality, age, race or gender.

Questions? Email Harold Rosenbaum at haroldrosenbaum@gmail.com

THIS SPACE FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY


